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PERSONS INDICTED IN THE HANCOCK CIRCUIT COURT, 
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MURDER DF JOSEPH SMITH, 
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this number five were^ selecteeV° c d e \ther peremptorily or » 

"“ s sf’tooTtojse^ r",ca o n ri”. u ch h i:r*» 

session, at which time twentjr-fo*^Xwn, which eontpletoi the panel. 

out of fifty peremptory challenges, J they were entitled. 

to, a w i2sr;■sp%«• ”' G «" n “" io,d ’ “° c . 
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proceeded as follows: Carthage and did on the27th 

Jonas Hobart sworn. I™ hilled. It was about o 

dav of June 1844, when - ^ Stu h k didnot see the men 

o’clock P.M. Was present at the rat , , fi re d-was 

killed I saw Smith after he was • 1 ” Smith 

then at home, about the ^ , on tWe 

fall from jail windpw.~'Hfd®r& shot in the right breast 

south side. Esam.netd hU|» n h d \ a J ttle be l 0 w the right pap. He 
abdomen and left shouI ^- The wound ; n the breast was mortal,., 
was dead before I saw him. ^ gaw a great crowd of peo- 

and think it was made with^ There were probably 150 

pie at the jail, but none that a w none of the defendants there. 

Crowd left soon after Smit , .There was so much excite- 

told by one of the guard to™^ Joe Smith. Was 
raent, I hardly knew w ^ t '®°Xe the crowd left-could not have 
at the jail two minutes ^le^betore kiUing Smiths, 

been more. Heard noth'^a.d Themob walked off pretty fast 
None of the crow d examined him. Tlh kind of rifles with 

They were armed with. * d k ®- ves Saw one man have a knife, 
spring breech.es-al-o hadJim.veii d There was much 

30 « un9 fired - 
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tnat Sharp was there then. This was 5 or CZ 1 r m kaow 
possibly more. Davis, Aldrich, WnS^ Gr^ aTs W 

would select the county officers and hv that , the Mormon* 

jury and be tried within h mse f ' If meaDS S ? ect their 
in? Joe Smith Some nnf dofi .‘° not L sa - van y th| ng about kill- 


ten miles from Carthage" 1 Isaw^lTthe'd '° Cartha g e - Wer 
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Mr 55C5*Ere r? P "s.?* 

Davis, started for Carthage Did if JLl?® defendants but 
Williams did not tide .wwfe’or^W fc if" u'*™ ** a word - 
the color. Had bam ff e warning h « rSe ’ bUt Can t reco,Iect 

was owned and drove by S ThfT , V one ^ st «rt—think it 
Carthage. Don’t know wheth ° ■°S tbree started for 

them in wagons. This was on th« o'-f.u ® arne p the ‘f amis or put 
12 M. near the Railroad Shantee Cd^WTHa^V 844 ’ “l™ 1 
south west of that. Warsaw ;» L . j , WiHiams lives south or 
George Walker sworn i and Cartho & e 18 easterly, 
day the Smiths were killed' Bai*!?” 6 ° f ° n thc 

Think I saw Grover. Saw them Z ^ W,ll,ams ’ c«t*n. 
at Railroad Shantee ell of d f ere T nt P'»ces. Some of them 
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Carthage. There was a call made for volunteers—don’t know who> 
by or whether Vny of the Defendants were then present. Don’t; 
know whether Williams said any thing about Mormons or who was 
going to Carthage. Saw Davis going towards home—heard him 

say, he’d be d--d if he was going to kill men confined in prison. 

Heard nothing of going to Carthage from Grover. Don’t know 
that any of Defendants went te. Carthage. Woodruff, Loftis and 
Eli Walker heard the same remark I did from Davis. Did not hear 
it as public talk that r.ny were going to kill the Smiths. Williams 
rode a bay mare. There were some half dozen baggage wagons. 
Did not see Brackenberry. At that time did not know him. Did 
not see Aldrich’s wagon. Don’t know of Fuller having a wagon 
there. 

Franklin A. Worrell sworn. I was one of the guards at the 
jail Saw Smith when he waskilled. Saw none of the Defendanls- 
at the jail. Suppose there were one or two hundred there. They 
staid three or four minutes. First they formed in front of the jail, 
then made a rush. Knew none that came up. There was much 
confusion. Some had their faces blacked with powder. The men 
were very much crowded. Beard nothing that was said. So smo¬ 
ky and so much noise that I fcould neither see or hear. I was in 
the door when crowd came up and was pushed and shoved some fifty 
feet. There was a fence about 12 feet from the door. The larger 
portion of the crowd came inside of the fence. Saw Smith die— 
was within ten feet of him. Did not see him in the window. Per¬ 
haps a minute after he fell I saw him die. The crowd came down 
the fence from the Nauvoo road. That is the only direction or road 
from Nauvoo. Is not the direction of Warsaw. Warsaw is south 
of west—the fence is east and west—Nauvoo is north of west. 
The Railroad Shantees are-rtutb of west, in a direct line to War¬ 
saw. Saw no one on horseback at the time the deed was done. 
Some may have come up from Carthage after it was over. Think 
I saw Aldrich about fifteen minutes after the event at the jail; but 
not before. Event took place about 5 or 6 o’clock. Think Will¬ 
iams was in town. Did not see Sharp, Grover or Davis. It was so 
crowded at the jail that I could not see much. Know about one- 
third of the men in the county; but none at the jail. Might have 
been some scared. 

Baldwin L. Samuels sworn. Was in town but not at jail 
when Smiths were killed. Was there afterwards. When the act 
was done was on the way from court house to jail. All left before 
I got there. I saw Williams and Sharp and think I saw Aldrich in 
town that day; but did not sec Davis or Grover. Saw Sharp and 
Williams in the afternoon, before the killing. I saw them two or 
three hours before. Do not know what Williams was doing. Did 
not sec him making any arrangements. Sharp was here will* 
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Williams. Think Aldrich was here; but am not positive. Col 
Williams went down with the Greys from town. Heard no signal 
guns fired from edge of timber. The men were dead, and mob gone 
before Greys got there. Col. Williams went by our side. The 
mob were two hundred yards off when we got there. Saw Will¬ 
iams passing on the street. Did not see Sharp when Greys went 
down. They went as fast as they well could. Did not see Will¬ 
iams on horseback. Think Sharp was m a buggy. 

George Bachman sworn. Saw Williams and Aldrich before 
the firing at the jail. Aldrich took dinner at Hamilton’s 20 or 30 
minutes before the murder. Saw Williams when we were march¬ 
ing to the jail. I was in Thatcher's company. Did not see Will¬ 
iams meet H. T. Wilson. Did not see Sharp or Grover or Davis. 
Did not hear Aldrich or Williams say any thing about the matter. 
There were but few people staid in town that night. I stayed with 
the family where I boarded. Governor told the people all to leave 
town. 

John D. Mellen sworn. Was not in Warsaw when Smiths were 
killed. Was in Westboro 1 , Mass. Got back about first of August. 

Canfield S. Hamilton sworn. Kept tavern in Warsaw when 
Smiths were killed. Was at home that night. A good many people 
came to supper about dark—none late at night. Don’t know of any 
going to Fleming’s. Saw Sharp about 8 or 9 o’clock. Saw Davie 
and Grover about same time. Can’t say that [ saw Williams. The 
news was that Joe was killed. Known all over town. Heard none 
of the Defendants say any thing about killing the Smiths. Did not 
see Defendants on the road to Warsaw. Want down myself in a 
carriage. Dodge went with me. Colonel Williams never made 
any admissions to me. Never heard any of the Defendants speak 
of killing of theSmiths. Sharp came out with me to Carthage in 
carriage on the day the Smiths we^o killed. Maybe mistaken; 
but think not. This was about 7 A. M. 

Eli H. Williams sworn. I live in Carthage. Was in town 
the day the Smiths were killed. Was at the jail a few minutes 
after the killing. Belong to Greys. Don’t recollect of seeing any 
that I knew except those who went to jail with me. I saw Williams, 
Sharp and Aldrich that day. Saw Williams and Aldrich about 
n minute before firing commenced. Saw Sharp but a short time 
before. Saw Aldtich on north-west corner of the square, nnd Will¬ 
iams at Morrison’s office. Did not hear Aldrich or Williams say 
any thing when firing commenced. The Greys went to jail. Did 
not 6ee Williams go to jail. I knew of no understanding that 
Smiths were to be killed. Don’t know that the Greys halted on 
the route. It was but a short time after I heard the first gun until 
we were at the j lil. The mob was then 300 yards off. It is 300 yards 
from the corner of the square to the jail. Aldrich was going east. 
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The first firing that I heard was when our company was called out. 
I called it out. Don’t know where the officers were. I was Order¬ 
ly Sergeant. Was on the square and saw some one on the court 
house. Don’t know who or how many. Think there were more 
than one. We started as soon as we could get the company together 
after firing commenced. The persons were on the cupola. Can’t 
say how long after firing commenced until we got off of square. 
Williams was standing on the corner with others. Heard him say 
nothing. Said nothing to me that clay. Capt. Smith commanded 
his company. I saw Joe Smith fall from the window. We were 
then near the corner of lane, about half way from the court house 
to the jail. Don’t know which way Williams went or that he went 
to jail at all. Don’t know how long mob stayed after killing. 
Think they did not stay longer than two or three minutes. There 
was some firing after Smith fell. Did not see Williams after killing. 
Heard none of the defendants^epeak of it since. Don’t know any 
of the men that were at the killing. Did not go out to the mob. 

William M. Daniels sworn. On the day of the occurrence I 
was both in Carthage and Warsaw. Was at Warsaw in the 
morning. It was understood that the troops were to march that 
day, by the Governor’s orders. I saw Col. Williams, Captains Da¬ 
vis, Aldrich and Grover, in Warsaw. I am not certain whether I 
did or did not see Sharp in Warsaw. The companies started in the 
morning; what time I cannot say. They marched to the Railroad 
and there halted. Disbanding orders were read by Col. Williams. 
Sharp made a speech to the troops, but no one else. lie said 
something of the necessity $f getting rid of, the Mormons, but 
cannot recollect what. He spoke of the necessity of killing the 
Smiths, in order to get rid of the Mormons, and wanted the troops 
to march on through to Carthage. Wanted Capt. Davis to come, 
with his company. Davis said he would not do it; that if they 
wanted to go to Nauvoo, he tdbpUi go with them, but as for going to 
Carthage, he would not. Davis said he would go home. They 
called him a damned coward, and said they would never elect him to 
any thing again. Did not hear Williams say any thing that I recol¬ 
lect—nor Aldrich; but Grover said if no one else would go, he would 
go alone, and started off. I came within about four miles of Car¬ 
thage with them. A call was made at the Railroad Shanlee for 
volunteers. 

I understood the call was for volunteers to kill the Smiths. 
This was 10 or 12 miles from Warsaw—about noon. Some carried 
their arms, and some put them in the baggage wagons. Most of 
the men were on foot. Aldrich was on horseback—so was Sharp; 
Grover was on foot. Between 60 and 100 started in this way. 
There were two or three baggage wagons, perhaps more. I left 
them about four miles from here, where they had halted. 





Aldrich left the troops and came into town first. Do not recol¬ 
lect seeing Williams after he left the Railroad, until I saw him in 
Carthage. Aldrich remained with me until we got within four 
miles of here, when he left. Did not see Sharp at all, after I left 
the Railroad. I saw Grover until we got within four miles of Car¬ 
thage, where they turned off the road. The wagons kept straight 
on—the men turned up the hollow. I do not know whether Davis 
came back again with the baggage wagons. It is prairie where the 
troops turned off up a hollow, in the direction of a point of limber. 
I came on to Carthage; had no gun. I got here before the men 
sometime, but can not say how long. I do not recollect that I saw 
any of the Defendants till the mob came up. 1 went right to the 
jail; do not know who was there; spoke to no one. I went to the 
jail to see what they were going to do. Saw a guard at the jail; 
they were marching around the jail and did not speak to me. I 
knew that they knew as much about it as any body else. I under¬ 
stood from the men who were coming up, that the guard were to 
load their guns with blank cartridges. It was several minutes— 
between 5 and 15—after I got to the jail before the mob came up. 
There were two or three guns fired before they came. I do not 
know how far the mob was then from the jail. When the men came 
up, I think some of their faces wero blackened a little with powder; 
their clothes were the same. I dont know how many were black -i. 
I stood 15 or 20 feet in front of the jail, outside of the yard. 1 
one spoke to me when they came up. They came up in single file, 
v in front of the jail. I do not know how many got over the fence, 

nor how they carried their guns. I saw Joe Smith fall from the 
window; was then in the middle of the road, outside of the crowd. 
I think he was not shot before he fell, but do not know; nor how 
long after he fell, before they left him. Ido not know how many guns 
were fired after he fell. Did not see Aldrich, Sharp or Davis theic, 
but saw Grover. 1 saw him running towards the door that goes 
into the jail, before the killing, \yfcen they were first approaching 
the house. I saw Col. Williams there; lie was not there when l 
first went; the first I saw of him, he was in the middle of the road. 
Tho Carthage Greys were this side of the jail. Williams was be¬ 
tween them and the jail. I saw him before they had fired or had 
gone into the house. Saw Grover about the jail, armed with a 
double barreled shot-gun. Did not hear him say any thing at the 
jail. Williams said “Rush in, boys; there’s no danger.” He also 
hallooed to them to come round to that side, to the window, and told 
them to shoot the damned scoundrels. I did not see him after that. 

I went that night to Mr. Scott’s, on Bear creek, with two men on 
foot; do not know who they were. I saw Smith after I supposed he 
was dead; they had not all left; it was not many minutes before 
they left. It was done with much confusion. The men had 
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whiskey along, and had been drinking, and many of them were 
drunk. 

1 did not write the book that has my name to it; it was written 
by Lyman O. Littlefield. I told him the story many times, though 
I never wrote a book. I saw some of it before it was published, 
and some I never saw before. T saw a light—I suppose it will as¬ 
tonish some—a short light, right at the bodies. It is reported dif¬ 
ferently in the book. Possibly it might have been the reflection 
from the muskets. I was some excited. Was not a Mormon, but 
am now, live in Nauvoo, and am a cooper by trade; do not work at 
it now. I am from New York, am 24 years old, and have been in 
Illinois 7 or 8 years—in Kane county. My father and mother are 
dead. It was not long after the killing before the Greys got there. 
I left town immediately after the occurrence. 

Cross-Examined. 

I lived about 3 miles from Augusta, and had been there for a 
year. I went to Warsaw two or three days before the Smiths were 
killed. Was not doing any thing there, but wished to go to St. 
Louis. Boats had passed in the mean time, but I did not go. The 
Ohio, on which I wished to go, did not come up; and I thought I 
would stay and see what was going on in Warsaw. If I had staid 
longer, I should have coopered some. I joined Capt. Davis’ compa¬ 
ny on the morning of the murder, and was furnished with a yager 
without bayonet. I dont know who I reported myself to; had seen 
Capt. Davis several times; do not know who gave me the gun. I 
knew before of the intention to murder the Smith’s; the night be¬ 
fore I heard the officers talk about it—viz: Grover, Aldrich, Davis 
and Williams. All said something, the substance of which was, 
that they were to send 20 men to kill the Smiths. There were 
others present; this was on paradf ground. Do not know how many 
w'ere present, but near half a dozen, by themselves. I was there. 
I had started for Quincy and returned, came up behind some, and 
facing others. I had seen themfcefore. I had no business there. 
This was in the evening, before aark; they were in a ring on the 
open ground, and I came right up. They picked the 20 men from 
Davis and Grover’s companies. I recollect two men by the name of 
Stephens, no others; some refused to go. I was not called on. 1 
joined them that I might go and tell Gov. Ford, with whom I was 
acquainted. Do notjthink they would have let me go alone. No 
one had prevented me from leaving Warsaw before, when I started 
to Quincy. They put me under guard that night, and told the men 
to keep mo there, and let no one pass. After the council got through, 
they turned and talked with me; I do not know who talked with 
me. Nothing was said to me about killing the Smiths. They put 
me under guard right off. No one else to my knowledge was put 
under guard; do not know how many were guarding me. Cannot 






say whether there was fifty, or how many; men were up at the door 
of the tent, both behind and before. 

There are statements in the pamphlet, which I gave to Little¬ 
field. There are a good many facts in it. I do not know of any 
fact in it that I did not give him. I forget what is in it. Littlefield 
went to Quincy to get the old manuscript published, and I went with 
him. The facts are the same ns in the manuscript. I came to 
Carthage from the Railroad Shantee, where the troops were dis¬ 
banded. I did authorize the advertisement for the sale of the 
pamphlets in the Nauvoo Neighbor. Judge Phelps wrote it; I never 
saw it till it came out. The facts are as near as 1 can relate, except 
as to the light. The troops were disbanded at the Railroad Shan¬ 
tee by Col. Williams, and volunteers were called for to come to 
Carthage to kill the Smiths. I do not know how far this was from 
Warsaw—it was about noon. Cannot tell what time, but pretty 
early, when the 20 men were picked; but a short time before we 
left. After they heard the Governor had disbanded the troops, they 
called back the 20 men. They sent a man with a white horse to 
call them back. I do not know who he was, or whether he returned. 
I think the 20 men met them at the Railroad, but am not certain. 
We waited till they returned and eat dinner. The 20 men made 
no report that I heard. They were talking—some said they knew 
what they went for, and others not. I joined the company in the 
morning; had not been discharged. Had been permitted to go out 
of the tents, but not to cross the lines; 1 was a prisoner when I 
joined the company. Sharp was on horseback at the crossings; I 
did not see him or Aldrich after I left the crossings, nor Williams 
till I saw him at the jail. There was one speech made, by Sharp, 
I heard no other; he sat on his horse when he spoke. [Here Mr. 
Browning read the following passage from the Pamphlet published 
by Daniels, which is mentioned above:—‘‘My fellow citizens! im¬ 
prove the opportunity that offers; lest the opportunity pass, and 
“the despotic Prophet will never again be in your power. All things 
“are understood, we must hasten to Carthage and murder the Smiths 
“while the Governor is absent at Nauvoo. Beard the Lions in their 
“den. The news will reach Nauvoo before the Governor leaves. 
“This will so enrage the Mormons, that they will fall upon and 

“murder Tom Ford, and we shall then be rid of the d-d little 

“Governor and the Mormons too.” Daniels continued:]-He spoke of 
the necessity of killing the Smith's, or 1 took it in that sense. 1 
understood him to advise killing the Smiths; Littlefield put in the 
filling of the printed speech. Sharp said he knew Ford would be in 
Nauvoo, and that they would kill him. As near as 1 can recollect, 
he said, that if they killed the Smiths, it would so enrage the Mor¬ 
mons that they would kill Ford, and we would get rid of both Mor¬ 
mons and the Governor too. Do not recollect that he swore, or used 
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any profane language; neither did I hear him say, “beard the lion 
in his den.” That is some of Littlefield’s filling up. The troops 
cheered Sharp when he was done speaking. There was likely to 
be a failure, until Capt. Grover said he would come alone; 60. 70. 
80, or a little over came; I run them over at the jail, and think 
there was 84. After the troops were disbanded I was at liberty, 
and came within 4 miles of the jail with them. Aldrich left about 
4 miles from here,and came on; did not see him start; do not know' 
whether any one came with him; that was the last I saw of him. 
Did not see him leave—cannot say that he came to' Carthage; do 
not know whether he left. Know he did not come with me. Did 
not see Williams, that I recollect pf, after he left the crossings, till 
I saw him in Carthage. At the4 mile place, a man wdth a Carthage 
Grey coat, met us and had communication with Aldrich. He gave 
him a line, which Aldrich first read to himself, and then told the 
contents; he looked in the paper and read it off. The note was 
pretty much as published. Do jiot know but I have made an affi¬ 
davit embodying the statement that Col. Williams came back two 
or three times after 1 left the crossings. Think I saw Williams 
where we stopped to get a drink of milk. I did not come alone to 
Carthage—there were some others along whom I do not know. 
Two of them went straight to a house in town. We had no con¬ 
versation on the way. The troops suffered me to leave ijuietly, 
without offering to put me under guard. Do not know that I said 
any thing at the crossings about going to Carthage. I had no gun; 
had put it in the wagon. Do not know whether any one knew 1 
was opposed to killing the Smiths. Said as 1 was coming along, 
that if the Augusta troops werejthere it would not be so. . Did not 
try to persuade them not to do it^neither did I try to prevent it; be¬ 
cause I thought the Carthage people knew all about it, from that 
letter. Did not try to get here fir-t or to prevent it. 1 supposed 
from the 20 men being appointed, that the Greys knew all about it 
—at that time 1 understood the Greys were in the plot. When I got 
to Carthage, I went directly to the jail, where I stood outside of 
the fence, about the middle of the road, at first about in front. I 
saw a guard there, inside of the enclosure. Do not know how 
long the troops were at the jail, there W'as much confusion, and I 
was agitated: should think about 15 minutes, though cannot say 
for certain. There was a scuffle with the guard; they clinched 
and held them. I think the guard fired. I kept in front of jail till 
called to the window, and did not go inside of the enclosure at all. 
A person could not get into the jail without getting inside of the 
enclosure. It is 6, 8, or 10 feet from the fence to the jail—perhaps 
a little further. I stood about the middle of the road, but was up 
to the fence once near the corner, though 1 was then nearly as far 
from the jail door, as when in the middle of the road. I saw one 
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or two— two of the troops around, and think I saw three—no more, 
I had seen one of them before, by the name of Wills. Did not 
know the others then, and only know them now by hearsay. One 
of them said that when Wills came out into the street, his arm was 
all shot to pieces. I never saw them since, and did not see the 
wounds then, but saw blood running from his arm. Did not examine 
any, but understood some one was hurt on the face, and one in the 
shoulder, and heard one man say he was wounded, as he came into 
the street. [Here Mr. Browning read from the Pamphlet as fol¬ 
lows:— l, Mr Wills was about the first that rushed up the stairs, who 
“soon returned wounded, stated that he pushed the door partly open 
“and fired into the jail. He was asked if he was badly hurt; he 
“replied, ‘yes, my arm is shot all to pieces by old doe; but I don’t 
“care, I’ve got revenge, I shot Hyrum!”’ Daniels then con¬ 
tinued:]—He said he was the first man who shot through the 
door. Littlefield has been making some more filling. The call to 
the window was after this, I think. I then walked right up the 
street to Col. Williams. The wounded man turned and went away, 
and I saw the other two by the fence; do not know how they got 
away, but I suppose Wills went off on foot. Think the man who 
was wounded in the shoulder was the one who shot Smith—I saw 
him do it. This was Voorhes. He held his gun in both hands. 
His sister told me it was him. 

I saw Smith when he fell Trim the window. He did not jump, 
but fell. I saw him hanging by his hands and feet, his body out, 
a little time. I think his head was north and his feet south. The 
troops were south east. No one fired, I believe, while he was hang¬ 
ing. Col. Williams told them to shoot. Ho (Smith) fell on his 
back, and turned over on his face. I think he was not then hurt. 
One man rushed at him, picked him up, set him up and held him, 
and said “Old Joe, I know you!” I thought he had fainted. Smith 
said nothiug while on the ground. Before that he said “Oh Lord!” 
While he hung in the window ir was pretty quiet. After this man 
set him up, they shot him. He set him up on the south side of the 
well curb, and then stepped away from him. The men who shot 
him stood in a south-easterly direction, not facing him. Three or 
four shot at him, I think four. They stood at the fence, probably 
10 or 12 feet off. They fired pretty much at the same time. 
[Here Mr. Browning read again from the Pamphlet, the follow¬ 
ing: “His eyes rested on them with an expression of calm, 
“quiet resignation, while thev took deadly aim. He gave a 
“slight twinge of his body, as she ball 6truck him, and fell upon 
“his face, his body stretched to the east and west.” Dan¬ 
iels proceeded:] I don’t know whether Smith had his eyes open. 
I did not see any signs of pain, nor any signs of recovery. I did 
not tell Littlefield about his eyes being open and bearing a calm 
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expression. Voorhes shot at him. I saw the light a short time 
after Smith was shot—say a minute or half a minute. It looked 
like a flash—right there at the moment, and right away again—at 
one side of the body. No one went to him after he was shot. [Here 
the Defendants Counsel read from the Pamphlet the following pas¬ 
sage:—“After the breath had left his body, the person I have previ¬ 
ously described, who had passed as the son of Governor Boggs, 
■“[and who is elsewhere described in the pamphlet as carrying a pew 
“ter flute,] caught up a bowie knife, for the purpose of cutting off 
“his head. The knife was raised ready to strike, when a light, so 
“strange, so bright and sudden, flashed between him and the corpse, 
“that he and the four men who had shot him, were struck with terror 
“and consternation. Their muskets fell from their hands, and they 
“stood like marble; not having power to move a single limb. They 
“were about to be left, when Col. Williams, who had also beheld and 
“been terrified at the light, shouted out to the men, ‘For God’s sake, 
“come and carry away these men! 1 They were obliged to carry 
“them away—as they tvere as helpless as though they were dead. 
“This light was something like a flash of lightning; and was so much 
“brighter than the day, that after it had passed it left a slight dark¬ 
less like a twilight.” Daniels proceeded:] The Peicter flute man 
went to him, or tried to—the light 1 suppose stopped him. 1 saw no 
bowio knife. I do not know how Smith looked, and did not see him 
more again. I told Littlefield of the mistakes, but was willing 
to pocket the money. Some of th^statements I never saw till after 
the book was published. Col. Williams told them that if they did not 
run, the Greys would be upon thorny he then said—“For God’s sake, 
come back and take these men off.” j Some came back and took them 
off—no mistake about this. I went<that night to Mr. Larkin Scott’s. 
Had seen Mr. Scott several limes before. I commenced conversation 
that night with Mr. S. about the affair, and he told me he did not 
wish to know about it. Did not tell Scott that I had assisted in 
killing the Smiths. I went home tKe next day, to where I resided 
near Augusta. I went to bed and to sleep; no one slept with me 
that 1 know of. 1 have told no one that I assisted in holding the 
guard while the Smith’s were killed. Next night staid at home. I 
iiad no conversation about the killing of the Smiths while at Scott’s, 
except that mentioned before. Smiih never appeared to me and 
gave me a cup of water—I dreamed that he did. I staid in Augus¬ 
ta some days. Think 1 got to Quincy about the 6th of July, and 
have lived thereuntil within 6 or 8 weeks past. I know Thomas 
English, and have hunted with him in the bottom opposite to Quincy. 
While coming home had some conversation about this affair. 
I told him I could probably get $500 for attending this trial, but did 
not tell him $500 had been offered me to do so, or to disclose the 
murderers. A man by the name of Southwick said I was a fool for 
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giving my affidavit—that I could make four or five hundred dollars 
out of it—and said he would give me $450 for my chance. I have 
since been offered $500 to go away. Mr. Conyers told me if he 
was in my situation he would go away; that the mobocrats would 
kill me. I never told Tom English that I would get $500 for ap. 
pearing, but that I probably could. Think I knew George McLane 
and George Seabold. I never told them that I was to get any thing 
for swearing in this case. Think I may have talked with them 
about it. Don't know that I ever told them that 1 did not know 
who killed the Smiths. Think I never did. Have been offered 
$2,500 not to appear, when I lived in Quincy, but don’t know bv 
whom. Do not know that I have ever seen the men before or since. 
Think it was before the last term of Court, by two men, on Third 
street, below Jersey. They asked my name, were young men of 
moderate size, between five and six feet high. I do not know whether 
they were of the same size. Was not in conversation with them 
more than a minute. They asked me who I was. I told them, and 
they then told me their business, and showed me some money. 
They told me they would give me $1,500 in cash, and $1,000 in 
land in New York, if I would not appear at Court. Cannot say 
what time of day it was. Thought of it some, but it did not worry 
me. Thought it was a good deal of money to offer a man. Do not 
know how they were dressed—-was not very cold weather. Do not 
know whether they wore hats or caps. I wheeled round and left 
them—went off. Gave them to understand I would not take it. ] 
talked with them, and faced them after 1 passed them. When I was 
going off, they showed me more money. It looked like silver—they 
had a handfuli of it. I said nothing to them then. I then lived at 
the corner of Third and Jersey streets, west of Third, north of Jer¬ 
sey. They met me by York. The women told me they had been 
to my house and enquired for i»e. I told it to our folks right off', 
and to Mr. Rice and Mr. Haywood before I came to Court. I did 
not ask the men where they came from, or their names; and did not 
notice which way they went; did not look after them. I joined the 
Mormon Church not long before last Court. Think I have seen 
Mr. Mellen before. Never said it was Mellen, or that he was about 
the size of Mellen— might have said it was Mellen, or that he was 
about the size of Mellen. Do not know whether 1 did or did not 
tell English that I had written a book out of which I was to make 
money. The flash looked like lightning. Don’t know what time it 
was, perhaps 4 or 5 o’clock. It was the shady side of the house, 
I have not followed my trade inNauvoo; am doing nothing of con¬ 
sequence there. There is a painting there, representing the killing 
of the Smiths, which I have exhibited. If they asked me I told 
them the light was wrong. The picture belongs to Dibble. 

John Wilson sworn. Wns in Carthage the day the Smiths 
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were killed until after dinner, and then was sent off on the Nauvoo 
road with the Ranging company. Was at H. T. Wilson’s store a 
few moments. After dinner was at Wilson’s store and lay on the 
counter for about an hour. Stepped into the street and was called 
by Thomas Morrison to get on his horse and go in his place. I asked 
him where to. He said Captain Barnes will tell you. I got on his 
horse and started. Doctors Morrison and Barnes were with me. 
I understood that Dr. Barnes was captain of the Rangers that went 
out every day. He is now in court. We went about four miles. 

I saw no person but a son of Mr. Catlin's going on a lope to Nauvoo. 
We were on a mound. Our horses feeding. Don’t know what we 
went out for. Saw no company of men. Young Catlin belonged 
to captain Dunn’s company. None of my company left me. Was 
gone from 3 to 4 hours. Did not get back until Smiths were killed. 
Met David Bettisworth and a Mormon, Grant, 3 miles from town 
going to Nauvoo with the news of the death of Smiths. While on 
the mound saw some men in the direction of Warsaw road coming 
towards Carthage. Was then three or four miles off. I begged to 
get off, but could not. Think there was more than fifty, some on 
horseback. Saw no wagons. Saw a carriage pass the men and 
come this way till timber hid them. Didn’t know what this meant. 
Supposed they were coming to town to hear the news about the Hell 
hounds. I mean bv Hell hounds the Mormons. I did then and 
still want the Mormons exterminated. Don’t know what others 
want. Heard nothing of the killing of Smiths or of the Governor. 
Did not know what the object in going out was, but to see if sus¬ 
picious characters were driving stock to Nauvoo. Knew of no con¬ 
spiracy to kill Smiths. Never heard Defendants make any admis¬ 
sions. If they had I would not have heard it. Saw some of the 
Defendants that day. Started back from mound when we saw Cat¬ 
lin. I understood that he had a communication from Capt. Smith 
for the Governor. Drs. Morrison and Barnes rode up to him. 1 
heard but little of their conversation until he tried to get Morrison 
to go to Nauvoo with him. He appeared frightened. I then said to 
him that he was a young lad and I had no idea they would interrupt 
him. The Governor is there—go on. Never had a word with any 
of the Defendants about the matter. Think I saw some men, don’t 
know how many, going back. ’ Paid no attention, think abont 20. 
It was a common thing for men, in large numbers, to come from 
Warsaw and dine at my house. I was very much astonished and 
horror-struck when I heard of the death of the Smiths, for a lew 
moments. Heard no threats to kill the Smith’s, except from some 
drunken loafers, in whom I had no confidence. They were from 
McDonough county. Knew nothing about guard at the jail. 

Thomas L. Barnes sworn. I was Captain of a company of 
Rangers during the excitement last June. It was not a Regular 
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Company. Had a commission from Gen. Deming to raise a compa¬ 
ny of 20 or 30 men to range as spies and ride as expresses. Don’t 
recollect of seeing Sharp on the morning of the27th June,or of any 
arrangement between the Greys and the mob, nor of any arrange¬ 
ment to kill Smiths. Think I left here about 3 P. M. that day. 
Think Sharp and Williams, perhaps Aldrich but not Davis and 
Grover were in town. Saw Williams certain. None of the De¬ 
fendants spoke of our going out *o keep guard. It was mentioned 
that there had better be a guard by some one, as Mormons were ex¬ 
pected that night to rescue Smiths. I went out, taking three men 
to see if I could observe any thing unusual. Certain I saw Will¬ 
iams and Sharp before I left. Went on my own responsibility. Our 
company sent no express to mob. I sent no express. The first 
intimation I had of an express was from G. T. M. Davis’ pamphlet, 
last summer. I entered into no conspiracy before the killing of 
the Smiths. I saw three groups of men coming on the Warsaw 
road, while on the mound. Know that pledges were made; but not 
to my knowledge by any of Defendants. Were made by compa¬ 
nies stationed here. When we saw the men we were grazing our 
horses on the prairie. Shortly after we went to Carthage slowly. 
Supposed the men were on the Warsaw road. We were north of 
the Nauvoo road. The groups appeared to be distinct, a half mile 
or a mile apart. I only saw the men for a few minutes. Should 
judge most of them were afoot, 3 or 4 miles from here. The Smiths 
were killed before we got back. I had a pain in my side and came 
slow. The company was coming rapidly. I got the first informa¬ 
tion that the Smiths were killed from Bettisworth and Grant at the 
corner of Fale’s farm, two or two and a half miles from here. 
Came no faster after hearing intelligence. Never heard that Smiths 
were to be killed that evening, nor did I know that Warsaw compa¬ 
nies were coming. I had no ijimation that the Smiths were to be 
killed. I think I have told all I know up to the killing. Never 
heard any of the Defendants say that they had any hand in the 
killing. Saw none of the Defendants on my return. Think I saw 
Williams on north side of the square before I went out. Did not 
see him talk with Captain Smith or Doctor Morrison or any one else. 
Don’t recollect of talking with him myself. The Carthage Greys 
were encamped on the square. 

Cross Examined. The rangers had guarded the prairies 
every day—sometimes in the morning and sometimes in the evening 
—it was a daily and almost hourly occurrence seeing men come to 
town in groups; but not so large. Once saw 200 or 300. Never 
saw'at other times over ten or a dozen. Did not know what they 
were coming for. 

Eli I). Walker sworn. Was at Warsaw, Railroad Shantee 
and at home on the day the Smiths were killed. At Warsaw in the 



i) ' 'T 






16 


morning. Left with companies for Golden’s Point as I understood. 
Think I saw some of the Defendants at Warsaw. Can’t say that 
saw all. Came to Railroad Shantees with captain Crawford’s com¬ 
pany. Think the troops were disbanded—think colonel Williams 
read the order. Cannot tell what I did hear—cannot recollect half. 
There was a call for volunteers—don’t know by whom—was in bad 
health that day—not certain that I saw Grover—saw Sharp and 
Davis. Don’t recollect of Sharp’s making a speech. Can’t say 
that the company of volunteers started this way. They were 
shooting at a mark when I left. Have no recollection of hearing 
the object of volunteers. Heard some one speak of going to Car¬ 
thage. Spoken of by different persons. Heard some dispute about 
going. Heard Davis say something about all those in favor of 
going to Warsaw to take dinner at tavern. Don’t know the cause 
of dispute. Some in favor of going to Carthage and some not. 
Something said about Smiths and about blowing the jail to Hell by 
some individual—don’t know by whom. Returned because the law¬ 
ful authority had ceased and 1 wished to go home. Heard a good 
deal—can’t say what—don’t like to say unless I am certain—think 
heard Williams say something ahout volunteers; but can’t say what. 
Don’t recollect who he was talkiug with. Heard nothing of the 
kind from Sharp or Aldrich. Think 1 saw Sharp on horseback. 
Don’t know the time of day—between 10 and 3 o’clock. Think 
Williams was on horseback. Don’t recoliect of seeing Aldrich and 
Grover at all. The last place I saw Davis he was alone on the 
prairie, near Marsh’s going towards Warsaw. Can’t recollect 
what sort of a horse Williams rode. Think the volunteer¬ 
ing was spoken of publicly by several. It was said publicly by 
colonel Williams or captain Ware—think to the import that those 
who would go to Carthage should advance to the front. Some 
advanced. Don’t know what else tfus said. Think Williams was 
on horseback. The companies were called into line and those who 
would goto Carthage called to front, Col. Williams was from 10 to 
100 feet off. Several with him. Sharp was not with him. Don’t 
know where he then was. The officer who gave the command was 
in front. Tho Captain and Williams were both in front. Don’t 
know whether the Captain or Williams gave the command. There 
were between 40 and 200 present. One company had stopped at 
the Railroad. Capt. Ware’s and Crawford’s companies were there, 
only, and I think they were in single file. Can’t say whether Col. 
Williams or Gen. Knox was in command. Think Knox was there. 
After advancing, there was an observation made by some one, that 
those who would go to Carthage should fall in behind the music, 
which was done. Don’t know whether Williams was there then. 
I started for home. The last I saw of them they were shooting at 
a mark. Don’t know who spoke of blowing the jail to Hell. Can’t 
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say that I heard any one speak of killing Smiths. They cursed 
the Mormons some. It was an officer that called for volunteers— 
don’t know who. Heard no opposition to going to Carthage from 
Williams. Can’t say whether saw Sharp more than once. Think 
he was then on horseback. Don’t know how many volunteered. 

Thomas Dixon sworn. Was in Carthage the day the Smiths 
were killed—not all day. Came in at 10 or 11 o’clock. Know 
Sharp, Aldrich, Williams and Davis by sight. Don’t know Grover. 
Saw Sharp and Williams that day. Saw Sharp about 11 o’clock 
that day laying on a table in an office on the west side of the square. 
Heard of no arrangement to kill the Smiths. Was at the jail when 
Smiths were killed—was between 10 and 20 feet from south-east 
corner of jail—was there before firing commenced. Had started 
home; saw some men about one ana a half miles off west on the 
prairie. Saw their guns glisten and went back tosee what it meant. 
Saw some persons pretty near the jail. Left my horse at Hamil¬ 
ton’s and run on up. Met some young fellows who said Mormons 
are coming to rescue the prisoners, and I hurried my pace and got 
there a little first. The guards shot and there was a scuffle between 
guard and mob. Saw no dead or wounded; but the one (Smith.) 
They scuffled until they got the guard down; this scuffling lasted 
until after the death of Smiths. Don’t know whether any were 
hurt but one man shot ip. the arm. The firing called my attention to 
room above. Don't know who it was that was wounded in the arm. 
Think some must have been hurt in the scuffle. Saw some go in 
jail with guns. Don’t know any of them. A half dozen might 
have gone in. Have lived in county 10 or 11 years. Know a good 
many of the people. Saw Grevsppposite to the jail—was there 
some time in advance of them—sty five or ten minutes. The first 
I saw of the Greys they were within 20 steps of the jail. The mob 
had then gone 100 yards off. 1 was half a mile east of town when 
I first saw mob coming. From that time til! I got to jail was 10 or 
15 minutes. Did not mention what 1 saw to any one. Saw Col. 
Williams north-west of court house as I passed. He was not with 
Greys. Don’t know who was with him. I went right on to jail 
and got there a second or two before firing commenced. Saw none 
of the Defendants but Williams on the square. Saw no one on the 
court house. Shook hands with Williams—said nothing to him of 
what I had seen. Asked him the news and ran on. Saw no men 
at jail that 1 knew till after Smith’s were killed, except the guard. 
Saw no black faces. There were 20 or 30 at the jail, perhaps 
not so many. Did not count them. Think not more than 20 or 25. 
Saw some perssns standing at a distance from jail. The mob went 
from jail, right west—north of Warsaw road. The fence back of 
jail runs west. They did not go through lane I think. Made no 
halt myself when I got back to town. Went on home to La Harpe. 
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When I first saw Greys they were marching up in platoon*;. 
Captain Smith in front. After killing the Smiths they marched 
immediately back. 

Cross Examined. 

I saw Smith fall from window. He had been shot or hurt— 
there was no blood on his pants. I did not see him set up by well 
curb. He set himself up. Did not see any strange miraculous 
iight, or four men shoot Smith, or any one paralyzed. He raised 
himself up and died immediately. I saw no one have hold of him. 

I could see distinctly. He fell within ten feet of me. He hung 
in window but a short time. Did not see him lying out of window 
as described by Daniels. He did not §top in window; but fell right 
out. Did not see Capt. Smith until all was over. He was then 
*20 feet off. Would have seen him if he had been there. Think 
I would have seen the light—was watching closely till he died. 
Would have seen the four men paralyzed if it had been so I am con¬ 
fident. 

By Prosecuting Attorney. J had no knowledge or intimation' 
of a conspiracy. 1 saw the light reflected from guii3 a mile and a. 
half off. Did not know or think the men were going to kill the 
Smiths. I had heard that a mob were coming to rescue the priso¬ 
ners, and I supposed the men were Mormons when I first saw them 
coming. I was not armed. Smith turned over and fell on his left 
side. No person went to jail with me, I saw no rush from town 
until all was over. 

Eliza Jane Graham sworn. 1 was at the Warsaw House, 
kept by Mr. Fleming, the night the Smiths were killed. Mr. F. 
was at the time in Boston, Mass, Adeline Garoute, Ashhel Genung 
and Mrs. Fleming were at the'house and several others. Mr. 
Sharp came into the hall before it was quite dark, and asked aunt 
Fleming for a drink of water. Said he was very tired. Had come 
from Carthage in less than an htjcr, and said, We have finished the 
leading men of the Mormon Church. He came in a carriage. 
Slid nothing more at that time. About 12 o’clock at night Mr. 
Davis and GroVer caine with companies. Mr. Key said they wanted 
supper for about 20 men. We got supper. The men came in a 
few minutes. Ten or fifteen minutes afterwards the order was re¬ 
newed for 20 more. Mrs. Dearborn, Mrs. Fleming and myself got 
supper for thorn. There were about GO in all. I saw two wounded 
men—one wounded in the face and the other in the arm. Mr. 
Grover brought the one that, was wounded in the' arm into the 
kitchen and asked permission of aunt to let him set by kitchen stove. 
Did not see any thing drank. Did not see Major Aldrich, or see 
him that 1 know of Did not see Mr. Sharp after that. Did not 
know Colonel Williams. I know a good many of the people about 
Warsaw. While at supper some one saidh6 had killed old Joe, and 
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another said no, he had killed him. Davis said they had finished 
the men. Grover said he had killed old Joe. I saw no arms. 
After that, part of the men stood guard and part went to bed. Do 
not know what time they left next morning. Was not as many at 
breakfast as at supper. Grover and Davis boarded there and were 
at breakfast. The family were all up when they came. Mr. Davis 
and Grover were not there before the late supper. Grover and 
Davis were at door when Mr. Key culled for supper. ^The wounded 
man sat by the stove about an hour. His name was William Voorhes. 
I knew him. His parents lived on Bear creek and I had seen him 
before. Did not know how Voorhes got wounded. Heard no talk 
about it in the morning. Don’t know how many were on guard 
that night. They got to bed about 2 o’clock. It wa3 general talk 
among9t the crowd that they had been killing the Smiths. I saw 
Mr. Sharp next day a short tithe before night. It was not quite 
dark when Sharp came into the hall and said he was just from 
Carthage, &c. Never saw Voorhes afterward. Mr. Gregg was in 
the carriage with Sharp. Mrs. Dearborn came after supper was 
partly ready and helped. One of the persons wounded was a lad 
14 or 15 years old unknown to me. I have never seen him since. 
Davis said, We have finished the men. Grover said the same. 
They were all rejoicing. Did not hear any thing else. 

Cross Examined. 

I saw Mr. Sharp when he drove up in a two horse carriage 
with James Gregg. It was an open carriage, had two seats. There 
were no others with them. Mr. Sharp did not board at Fleming’s. 
He staid but a few minutes. Fleming’s house is ofl the brow of 
the hill. Sharp lived in part of Rockwell’s house, further from the 
river, nearly opposite. He did dot stop at home. Heard no news 
from Carthage before he came in, I was at dining room door and 
Mrs. Fleming in the hall. Sharp saw, but did not speak to me. 
Neither Mrs. F. nor n.yself asked any questions. I had heard Mr. 
Sharp make threats to kill the Smiths and drive the Mormons the 
day they were killed. I heard him in the bar room and street. He 
in one room and I in the other. D 'n’t know who he was talking to. 
He was at Fleming’s that morning. Made threats after breakfast. 
Saw him start for Golden’s Point in a carriage alone. Said after 
he got in the carriage he would kill Joe Smith. It is about IS miles 
from Warsaw to Carthage. Don’t know how the roads were. There 
had been much rain about that time. 1 am positive it was the same 
day the Smiths were killed thaVSharp started for Golden’s Point 
and returned that evening in the same carriage. Grover and Da¬ 
vis came about midnight. Had heard nothing more about killing 
Smiths from time Sharp came until 'hey arrived. Saw Grover that 
morning at breakfast: but did not see him after breakfast until 
midnight. Also saw Davis there at breakfast and did not see him 
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again until midnight. Davis said, We have finished the leading 
men. Grover said he had killed old Joe. They were all passing 
backward and forward through the diningroom. Mrs. Fleming was 
there at the time. We had not been to bed; but were not waiting 
for return of the men. I did not go to bed till 4 o’clock. Grover 
and Davis went into dining room and staid perhaps 15 minutes. I 
was not there all the time. Was in the kitchen that adjoins dining 
room part of the time. Don’t know how many came with Davis 
and Grover. I suppose that most of the men who came with Davis* 
and Grover belonged to Warsaw; but can’t name any one who 
went into the room with them. The company were talking about 
the death of the Smiths. 1 set the table while aunt worked. Don’t 
know why my attention was attracted to Davis and Grover. Asbel 
Genung was there when Davis and Grover came. Soon after he 
went out on guard. Don’t know which arm Voorhes was wounded 
;n. He sat in the kitchen with a blanket around him. There was 
no physician there that I know of to see him. Grover said that he 
was wounded in the shoulder. I am certain that Grover eat break¬ 
fast at Fleming’s that morning. Grover and Davis both staid at 
Fleming’s the night before Smiths were killed and took breakfast 
there that morning. Davis and Grover were in the bar room when 
1 went to bed at 4 o’clock in the morning. Do not know how many 
1 heard say they had killed the Smiths; perhaps half of them said 
so. Grover is the only one I recollect. I saw no arms at all. I 
do not know how they came; there were but few at regular supper 
that night. We took supper before Sharp came. I am certain 
that Davis was at breakfast, and not at regular supper. Davis 
said, *‘We have finished the men;” do not know who he was ad¬ 
dressing. I did not hear Davis say that he had not been to Car¬ 
thage. I did not enquire whether the Smiths were dead; did not 
suppose any one else was dead. There were two leading men 
then, Joseph and Hyrum Smith; I suppose they were part of the 
council. 1 don’t know the third man in the council; know he is 
not a leading man. They have 12 leaders now. Cannot say 
whether it was a moonlight or a dark night, or whether there was 
any light in the hall when Grover and Davis came in. The lad 
was wounded on one eheek, don’t know which one. There was no 
blood.' I heard him say he was wounded, but did not say how, or 
by whom. There was a patch on his cheek. I do not know whether 
there were any troops from Adams county. I don’t know that 
Capt. Pollard was there. There was no alarm at Mr. Fleming’s 
that night, that I know of. I never called on Mr. Key for protec¬ 
tion. The next night at dark, the stage driver came down from 
Nauvoo, and gave an alarm. I was not alarmed, and told aunt that 
the Mormons were not coming. I wanted to be with my friends, 
but was not afraid; I had no cause to be alarmed. Mrs. Fleming 
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went to Quincy on Friday night, and I went with her. Mr. Rev 
molds went to the boat (the Die Vernon) with us. We went because 
aunt was afraid; came back the next Tuesday. The Quincy troops 
came up on Friday afternoon on the steamboat Boreas. The Boreas 
and Die Vernon were both up. that day. While at Quincy we 
boarded at Mrs. Dixon’s. I said there that I did not know anything 
about killing the Smiths. I told my father about two weeks after 
in Warsaw, all I knew about it. Adeline and I both denied it in 
Quincy, because Charles Garoute intimated that we would be called 
as witnesses. I denied to Mrs. Fleming any knowledge of the act. 
but did not say to Messrs. Warren and Reynolds, or in their pre¬ 
sence, that 1 knew nothing about it. Mr. Warren was boarding 
at Dixon’s. I never talked of it in their presence. I told no person 
in Warsaw but my father. I did not tell it to be called as a witness, 
nor because 1 was afraid of being called as a witness. I never had 
a chance to deny it in Warsaw. I never mentioned the names of 
Davis and Grover but to one particular friend, besides my father 
suppose that friend told it. There was no fire to make the stove 
hot, when the men came; Mr. Genung made the fire. We were 
about an hour getting supper. I had been living there almost a year 
1 went to Nauvoo about 6 weeks afterwards, and have been living 
there ever since. I am a member of the Mormon church, and have 
been about five years. Am not married. I do not know what sort 
of horses Sharp drove. Gregg did not come into the house. I told 
what Grover and Davis had said to Susan Ware. I never knew till 
last Wednesday that I was to be a witness, and never had any con¬ 
versation about being one. Have conversed with Mr. Lamborn, but 
with no one before until last Wednesday. I have not had a great 
many conversations about this matter. Never saw Daniels till last 
Wednesday. My father resides in Nauvoo. I told my father in 
Warsaw, what I heard Grover and Davis say, and told him not to 
tell it; and I told Susan Ware about six weeks ago. The subject is 
not much talked of in Nauvoo. I do not know where Genung lives 
now; he and I never had any particular talk about it, and had no 
talk with him about Grover and Davis. I think no other families 
went down with us. I did not notice whether Sharp’s horses were 
tired or sweaty. It was still dark when I went to bed. I got up 
(first at daylight. I suppose I had been in bed about two hours—may 
be more, may be less, and did not sleep any. I have no personal 
acquaintance with Young, Taylor, Phelps, or Littlefield; but know 
Mr. Markham and Parley P. Pratt by sight; am not personally ac¬ 
quainted with any of the “Twelve,” or the Mrs. Smiths. 

Benjamin Brackenbury sworn. I was coming on the road 
between Warsaw and Carthage, on the day the Smiths were killed. 
1 had left Warsaw that morning near 9 o’clock with the troops, un¬ 
derstood they were going to Nauvoo. 1 drove a baggage wagon. 
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belonging to Mr. Fuller of Warsaw, since dead. I believe the 
wagon belonged to Davis’ company. Davis, Grover, and some one 
else, had companies—there were three. We got to the Railroad 
crossings between 11 and 12 o’clock; stopped and eat dinner. I 
knew Col. Williams, and saw him at the Railroad, also saw Aldrich, 
Sharp, Grover and Davis there. Williams read an order to disband 
the troops, after dinner. 1 heard none of the Defendants make a 
speech. Williams was on a sorrel mare when he disbanded the 
troops. Sharp and Aldrich were on horseback, Davis and Grover 
on foot. I heard no speeches. 

1 heard Grover call for volunteers to go to Carthage to see the 
Governor, to know what he dismissed the troops for, with public 
arms in their hands. Nothing was said about Joe or Hyrum Smith. 
Fuller was there, but went back. Some went back and some came 
on. They started off pretty soon after dinner. I do not recollect 
of seeing any ot the Defendants but Grover, till we got half way 
here. Then I saw Aidrich and Sharp, but did not see Davis. When 
I got within a quarter of a mile of the jail, Davis and some more 
came up to us in Calvin Cole’s wagon. Four or five miles from 
here, where a division was made, I saw all the Defendants but Da¬ 
vis. Some of the troops went to|the left; I kept right on the road 
—they went up a hollow. I came to within a quarter of a mile of 
the jail, and was there when the Smiths were killed. There was 
one more wagon belonging to Fuller, driven by Houghton. Davis 
overtook us in Cole’s wagon, but I|do not know who was with him. 
Cole lives in Warsaw. I do not know what they said. I saw Mr. 
Grover come back on foot. Helrode some of the way with me. 
Grover said he had killed Smith—that he was a damned stout man— 
that he had struck him twice in the face. He also said that he was 
the first man in the house. When they returned from the jail I saw 
no more of the men. After we gbt started, say half or three quar¬ 
ters of a mile, I saw Williams, Althich and Sharp pass us on horse¬ 
back. Do not recollect any two fcorse buggy. Some others were 
in the wagon when Grover was speaking of it. Wills waS shot in 
the arm; Voorhes in the shoulder., Grover said they were going to 
see what the Governor had discharged them for. When we met 
a Carthage Grey, a man by the tiame of Burton, said they were 
going to take Joe Smith to Missouri and hang him. The Carthage 
Grey brought a letter, and Mr. Aldrich read it. Mr. Grover gave 
orders for the teams not to go together, but to string along. I do 
not know whether there was any team ahead of me or not. The 
troops came from Ihe jail on a run. A couple of young Chitten- 
dens told the teams to go back. I went back to Warsaw, to Mr. 
Fuller’s, that night, where 1 reached about 12 o’clock. Some of 
the footmen were ahead, and some behind. Grover left me on foot, 
and went on a horse. I do not know whore the men got supper. I 
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did not go by the Warsaw House, but left my wagon by Mr. Gould’s 
store. Saw 20 or 30 men about the Warsaw House, but did not 
go in. I do not recollect seeing any of these men after I got back. 
Never saw them after they passed me, a short distance from Car¬ 
thage. Do not know Key; know Gregg who did live in Warsaw, 
and saw him come out here that day. He was the first who brought 
the news tome that the Smith’s were killed. ' Heard none of the 
Defendants speak of the Carthage Greys, or of any conspiracy. I 
heard none but Grover speak ojjthe object in coming out; was with¬ 
in about a rod of his company at the crossings. I do not know of 
any call for volunteers to kill the Smiths. When the men left the 
wagons they went to the left, i saw them come out of the timber 
and go to the jail; heard no man say he was going to kill Smith. 

Cross Examined, 

Sharp, Williams and Aldrich were all on horseback; Williams 
on a sorrel mare. They were aH on horseback when they passed me, 
on their return to Warsaw. I think they passed me, if rav eyes did 
not deceive me. They were insight of each other, but a few rods 
apart. I do not know which was ahead, or whether they stopped 
and talked. Grover was then in my wagon; but I do not know 
whether they spoke to him or not. They passed mo about a mile 
from Carthage. At the Railroad Grover said, “All that follow me, 
come On!” and said he had gi.en bond and security for the arms, 
and was responsible for them. Said nothing about killing the 
Smiths, that I heard. Was going to see what to do about the arms. 
Aldrich read the note from the Grey; I was 50 yards oft’, and did 
not hear what was in it. TheJirst I saw of the Grey Aldrich was 
reading the letter. I think Graver went up. I never stated before 
the Grand Jury that a Carthage Grey had met the troops, and took 
Henry Stephens and Col. Wiliams one side. The Grey did say 
the Governor had gone to Nau|oo, and there was no one in Carthage 
that cannot be depended upon. He was talking to the men there 
with him; 1 was about 50 yards distant; recollect nothing Aldrich 
said, and heard no reply to thehGrey. I do not know who he was. 
but was a middling sized man,Stouter than I am, probably 30 years 
old, and don’t think I would knqw him again. Never saw him before 
or since; do not know whether he wore a hat, cap, or plume. Think 
he had on a short grey coat, .with skirts; but do not know what 
sort of pants, nor do I know hoW the Carthage Greys are uniformed. 
Do not know that he was a Grev, but was told so. He was not 
talking very loud when 1 heard him, but heard him say, “The Gov¬ 
ernor has gone to Nauvoo, and there is no body in Carthage that 
you cannot depend upon, and new is the time to rush on.” 1 do not 
recollect who told me he was a Grey. Aldrich had fer thers in his 
cap. Grover was there. I saw the Grey start this way, but foiget 
whether ho was alone or not, nor do I know what sort of a horse 
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ne was on. Don’t know that I ever said he rode an iron-grey poney. Had 
been drinking so I felt nice. I saw all the Defendants except Davis where 
we met the Grey. All the company left the road, but the baggage wagons 
and six or eight persons. They were as near to me at the jail as any where 
else; I was nearer a quarter than a half mile from jail. Grover left the 
company that went to the jail, and when he came up he said he he had lost 
his gun—a double-barreled shot gun—and went back to look for it; and a 
man held it up. I did not tell the Grand Jury that I saw Col. Williams at 
the jail on his horse all the time, nor that Col Williams came riding up 
from the jail, and passed right by me. Don’t know Gregg’s first name. Do 
not think I told the Grand Jury his name was James Gregg. He was on 
horseback alone and rode on to Warsaw. I did not see him again that 
evening. I do not know how long, but perhaps it was about one-half or 
three-fourths of an hour after Gregg passed, before Sharp, Williams and 
Aldrich passed. I do not recollect that Sharp said any thing as he passed. 
Do not think I said before the Grand Jury that Sharp said the Smiths were 
dead tor he had hold of them, or that I could not be mistaken about seeing 
Col. Williams at the jail. Grover had on a cap with feathers in it, but don’t 
know how many; think he wore them in front; they were black. Aldrich 
also had feathers—black I believe; had them on the last time I saw him, 
also when he met the Carthage Grey. The wagon was standing still, cross¬ 
wise , when Grover came up, but do not know who was the first to get in it. 
The Chittendens came up and told me to throw my baggage out, and got in, 
I think, before Grover. Voorhes did not get into my wagon; Wills did. 
but don’t know about Gallaher. I saw Voorhes somewhere on the road on 
foot. Did not see Gallaher till we got to Warsaw. I do not know how ma¬ 
ny got into my wagon, but should say5 or G. The two Chittendens, Grover, 
and Wills were among them. Do notjthink I stated before the Grand Juiv 
that Voorhes and Gallaher got into my wagon. I saw Gallaher on Main 
street the next day, but do not think Ijsaw him that night. Grover told me. 
as we came on in the wagon, that he tfas the first man in the jail, and that 
Joe hit him twice in the face; said Jof was armed with a pistol; but did not 
say why Joe did not shoot, or what he did with the pistol. Said something 
about his being armed; said he was |lre first person he ever saw in jail, 
armed. Think he said pistols and arrts both. I think Grover had no sword, 
.but do not know, and forget whether any of the officers had swords. My 
recollection of the events of that dayjis not very distinct. Recollect I felt 
vety nice. I forget whether I have said that Grover said he had got revenge 
by pitching Joe out of the window. 1 did not hear him say anything about 
pitching Joe out of the window. I was on the south-west side of the jail, 
and could not see the window Smith fell from. It was between 4 and 5 
o’clock when we started back; I wastfriving a two horse team. Itis called 
18 miles to Warsaw. There was not far from 5 or 6 men in the wagon with 
Davis—think it was Cole’s team. 1 jhink Robert Johnston was along. 1 
do not think any of these persons hadibeen with the troops, after they left 
the Railroad crossings. They went 2hr 3 miles by me and stopped, and I 
do not recollect whether they made anv enquiries. They did not go to the 
jail; I think they were firing at the jail when Davis passed. I think about 
50 came outof the woods and went to the jail. The first firing I heard was 
at the jail, and don’t know of any firing along tho fence. I did not hear 
any firing at all; but saw the smoke of the guns, on the outside of the jail. 
I saw no flash or light. The firing I saw was at the south end. Grover did 
not say how he got away from Smith. The wound was on Gallahet’s cheek; 
he was a boy from 14 to 18. Grover did not ride with me more than 2 or 3 
miles, and do not recollect seeing any thing more of him that night. I do 
not know who were with me when I got to Warsaw. Wills did not ride all 
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the way with me, and the Chittendens did not ride more than half a mile 
with me, and after that they took turns riding, and I had not more than 5 at 
a time. I live in Nauvoo; am not aMormon; have no family. I live with 
Jabez Durfee, my step-father; he and my mother are members of the Church. 
I follow loafing, and have, the most of this winter. Have not worked 
enough to hurt me. I have lived in Nauvoo six years this spring. I com¬ 
menced loafing a little before last Court. I know Daniels, but don’t 
know what he follows. We have had some conversation about this case. 
Have told each other some things we know about it. Danie's told me about 
the light just before last Court; he said it was like a flash of lightning. We 
have told each other what we have seen. I am not acquainted wiih Miss 
Graham. Never saw her, that I reccjlect of, till last Friday. We have had 
some conversation about the case. Ido not know who pays me for my at¬ 
tendance. Do not know who pays mr board; I did not pay it last fall. 1 
boarded then and now at Gen. Demmg’s, (the Sheriff’s.) I have talked a 
good many times about this case; it ttas much talked of after I went home. 
Latter part of last summer I told wh^t Grover had said. Esquire Woods of 
Burlington, called on me at the Nauvoo Mansion house, to have me tell. 1 
never was applied to by any one else, and never made an affidavit of what 
1 know of this matter. Never gave evidence only before the Grand Jury 
and on Elliott’s trial at Nauvoo. The Smiths were killed .on the 27th of 
June, 1844, on a clear day. It was not a moonlight night, I think. I never 
swore that Col. Williams went all the way from the Railroad with me. I 
saw the flashes of five guns and no mere, at the jail. Do not recollect any 
guard, and do not know who the guns were fired by. I never said that 
Col. Williams gave the command to fire, at the jail. I was not near enough 
to see what was done. I have thought the people of Nauvoo did not treat 
me as well as they did Daniels, and have complained of it. I was 18 years 
old the 27th of last April. I believe y.'illa walked when he got out of my 
wagon; but do not know. I saw VoOrhes on the road .on foot. He went 
to the next wagon and got in. I do npt think I am mistaken in the time. I 
never was offered or paid any thing forswearing. I have controlled my own 
movements and time. 

Canfield S. Hamilton recalled. On the first examination I said that 
Sharp came up to Carthage with me on the day the Smiths were killed. I 
was mistaken; it was the day before,'when Sharp was assisting in the pro¬ 
secution of the Smiths. He was in Carthage late that afternoon, and I think 
staid all night. I think he was in Cabbage early the next morning, and had 
a conversation with the Governor, when I thinkl saw him. 

F. A. Worrell recalled. Saw Col, Williams that evening, before the 
killing of the Smiths—heard him sav nothing about killing them. Saw 
Sharp that morning, about 8 A. M. Do not know of any Carthage Grey 
being sent out that day. 

DEFENCE. 

William Smith, of La Harpe, sworn. Was one of the Grand Jury at 
the last Terra of the Court, when these bills of indictment were found. 
Benjamin Brackenbury, the same witness who testified yesterday in this 
case, was examined before them. He stated before the Grand Jury that 
Col. Williams was at the jail when the Smiths were killed, and that he rode 
a dark bay or sorrel horse, but thought it was a sorrel. Stated that he 
(Brackenbury) was driving a baggage wagon belonging to Fuller. Came up 
within a quarter or halt a mile of the jail, and stopped, and that he saw 
Col. Williams at the jail on horseback. He was asked by some juror whe¬ 
ther he was acquainted with Williams, and knew it to be him. He answered 
that he could not be mistaken—that it was Williams; and I think said that 










26 


Williams rode out from the jail and passed him, but am not positive of this. 
1 think that Brackenbury also stated, that on his return to Warsaw, Sharp 
overtook them and stated that Joe aml-Hyrum Smith were dead, for he had 
had hold of them since the men left the jail.* 

Cross Examined. I state from recollection and from writing. There was 
a memorandum kept by Reynolds, Hickox, and myself. A copy was taken at 
the time by Hickox, and I think it was correct. It was read once or twice to 
the jury. It is the paper that McConnell took away. If it has not been 
altered it is correct. Do not know flint I could tell whether that paper has 
been altered. Do not recollect all that Brackenbury said. He said he was 
at the Railroad Shantee. I heard put of his evidence yesterday. Part of 
his testimony was the same as before the Grand Jury, and do not know that 
his statement of what occurred at the Shantee differed. lie stated before 
the Grand Jury that he came with the crowd to Qarthage, driving Fuller’s 
wagon. I think he did not state anything before the Grand Jury about 
Elliott; my impression is that he dio not. He said lie saw a man by the 
name of Smith at Chapman’s place on the prairie, as they came up/ He 
said before the Grand Jury that as they came within 4 miles the company 
separated. Said something about their being met by a Carthage Grey. His 
testimony went to show that Aldrich and Williams were there at that time. 
He said a man came out who was sad to be a Carthage Grey, but that he 
did not know him to be a Grey, but supposed so. I think lie said he saw 
Col. Williams and Henry Stephens Conversing with him. I do not recollect 
distinctly that he said any of the Mfendants passed him on his way back. 
He said Williams rode a bay or sonel horse. Brackenbury did not state 
about the horse as an inference, butfpositively. Said at first he was half a 
mile from the jail, and when interrogated how he could know what was 
going on at jail, said it might not lave been over a quarter of a mile. I 
think he stated that some of the bran came from the jail and got into his 
wagon; think he said Grover, Wills, Voorhes and Gallaher got into his wagon; 
and think something was said about James Gregg passing him. Said some 
one told him to put out some of thelagrrage and return. The memorandum 
was made from our best recollection, when the evidence was fresh. The 
remainder of Brackenbnry’s statenfents, except as to Williams, does no; 
materially vary. The evidence before the Grand Jury was given last fall. 
Brackenbury said yesterday that five or six men got into his wagon; my 
impresBionis that he said before the Grand Jury that Voorhes and Gallaher 
got into his wagon. Don’t know that I heard what he said yesterday about 
the Grey: but think he said before* the Grand Jury that the Grey rode an 
iron g r ey poney. The evidence taken before the Grand Jury was said to 
have been taken away by Mr. McConnell—[Mr. Lamborn said it wouid be 
here this evening.] Cannot say that Brackenbury said any thinghe heard 
‘from the Grey. Miss Graham was not called before the Grand Jury. 

James Reynolds sworn. Was* Grand Juror at the last Term of Court. 
Brackenbury was then examined. He said he saw Col. Williams at the 
jail, during the whole time of the transaction there, on a dark bay or sorrel 
horse. He said a person met them'who was represented to be a Carthage 
Grey; the first he saw of him he was in conversation with Williams and 
Stephens. Heard the Grey say now was the time if any thing was to be 
done, or words to that import. The jury kept a recorc of the testimony, 
which was taken away, and I made a memorandum with Hickox the next 
day. McConnell was here acting as attorney for the prosecution; said he 
wished the manuscript long enough to make out a list of the witnesses. I 
called on him and said I wanted it; he said he was not quite done with it. 

I had to go home that night. Next day I wrote this transcript. I think 
the one McConnell had was generally correct. Think I would know it again. 
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Larkin Scott sworn. Live 8i miles south of Carthage on the Quincy 
road; know Daniels. The night the report came to my house that the 
Smiths were killed, he came to my house about dark, or a little after. There 
were a good many people there, and I'did not notice Daniels for some time 
after. His company when he arrived >vas John Pike and Derrick Fuller. 
After a short time he said he was tired, and I told him to go up stairs to bed. 
About 2 o’clock at night a good manytoeople were going in the direction of 
Augusta, obeying Governor Ford’s orders before they got them, as I call it. 
I went up stairs and waked up Daniels, and told him he had better go to 
Augusta with Mr. Anderson’s family* Daniels walked down to near Mr. 
Anderson’s house with me. The conversation that then arose was that the 
Smiths were killed by the Missouriani. Mr. Daniels, in reply to a question 
of mine, said they were not all Missourians—then stated he knew all about 
it, for he was in the company. Some donversation was had about the guard. 
He said Frank Worrell was hard to milage, it took some 2 or 3 men to hold 
him down; that he made strong efforts—wounded his hand very much. 
He said, “1 am the man who took thefeword from him and threw it over the 
fence.”—I asked him how he felt on seeing the act. He answered that it 
did not move him, for they justly deserved it. He then commenced telling 
me more about it, and I stopped him, fold him to keep it to himself, and 
nothing more was said. He said nothiig about a man ellous light. I heard 
no conversation from Daniels about one man setting Smith up and four men 
shooting him, nor of those four men biing paralyzed. I have stated all he 
told me, as far as I can recollect. He) spoke of Davis backing out, and 
called him a coward. Said he (Davis)) backed out and went to Warsaw : 
and that Bedell also went back, but spoke of no others; the other defend¬ 
ants were not mentioned. 1 stopped lim because I did not wish to know 
who did the act. I am certain he did hot mention the other Defendants. 

Derrick Fuller sworn. Live six miles south of Carthage on'the Quincy 
road. Have seen Daniels and conversed with him about kiliing the Smiths. 
The night of the killing I was on my toad home, and Daniels overtook me. 
and told me the Smiths were killed. I cannot tell the conversation in full, 
but we conversed all the way home 4'0ut it. He said a company of men 
came up to the jail—that the guard fireld—they rushed on the guard, and had 
ascuffle. He spoke of one-Mr. Worljll, and said he had a tight scuffle— 
that 2 or 3 men had hold of Worrell—*that he (Daniels) came up, took the 
sword from Worrell, struck him over the hand , and threw it over the fence: 
He requested me, if I saw W'errell bjorc he did, to tell him where his 
sword tvas—in the garden. Daniels said nothing about a light, but said 
something about Smith’s being set up hv the well curb, but nothing about 
four men shooting him, or being paraded and carried off. I had been to 
town that day; was not at the jail, but was a quarter of a mile from town 
when the Smiths were killed. Heard nothing in town about it. I saw Col. 
Williams in town. Heard Daniels’ statement in Court; his statement to me 
generally was about the same as in Ctgirt. He did not say that any were 
hurt. He did not tell me who planned it at the Railroad, but said he was at 
the disbanding. He told about getting some milk and going up the ravine. 
I recollect distinctly every thing I have stated. He did not say anything 
about a light; said nothing about these Defendants. Cannot say whether 
he told me that he went up the ravine. ■) I do not remember of his saying any 
thing about being put under guard at Warsaw, or any description of the 
jail, or whether he was in the jail. 

John Pike sworn. Know Daniels! I have conversed with him about 
killing the Smiths. I do not know much about it, but all I do know I got 
from Daniels. The evening the Smitheyvere killed, I was just leaving town 
for home, when Daniels came up to me, as we were just beyond the corner 
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of Hawley’s field, and went with Fuller and I to Mr. Scott’s. He was in a 
bluster, and complained of being tired. I asked him what was the matter. 
He told me he was in the first section of the men who jumped the fence 
and caught the guard. He was one of the men himself, and said, “We had 
a scuffle with Worrell,’’ that he (Worrell) was a very strong man—it took 
four men to hold him down—that he then got up and drew his sword; but 
he (Daniels) caught the sword and struck him on the wrist. Worrell then 
let go the sword, and Daniels threw it across the street into the garden, in 
the north-west corner. He told Fuller and I, that if we saw Worrell first, 
to tell him where the sword was. He said something about a Mr. Davis 
taking his company back to Warsaw; remarking what a coward he was, 
and he believed they would ride him on a rail. He did not mention any 
thing about the rest of the men. 

Cross Examined. Daniels said a light flashed at the jail. He said 
nothing about dragging off men, or#f four men shooting the Smiths. When 
he came to me he was scared and tired. I was not at the jail; was about 
a quarter of a mile off, and saw thsismoke of the guns there. 

John Carlyle sworn. Have seen Daniels. Saw him at Larkin Scott’s 
the night after the Smiths were killed. He was there part of the night in 
bed ; I was in bed with him. He fold me orders came from Carthage to 
Railroad Shantee for disbanding the troops. He told me that the two Smiths 
were dead—that he was not satisfied they were killed, and came from the 
Shantee to see; but did not say whether he was present when they were 
killed. Heard at the Shantee that they were killed. Did not say when 
they were killed. This was late Jed time. He did not mention which 
Smith, or who killed them. He sai| they were shot—that he did not person¬ 
ally see them killed. 

Coleman Garrett sworn. Reside in Schuyler County, Illinois, and know 
Daniels. Have heard Daniels say that he was getting pretty well paid for 
being a witness. I asked him wnatjhe was doing; he said he had quit coop¬ 
ering, and never expected to do any more hard work, for he could make 
money easier than by cooper work. He said the Mormons were to give him 
five or six hundred dollars; that they had given him some. I got 50 cents 
for some butter. He said they were to give him this for appearing as a 
witness against these men. This ^conversation- took place last winter in 
Quincy. I have known Daniels two years. He told me at Quincy, that 50 
cents he paid me once before he got from the Mormons. He said he was to 
be paid for coming here to swear. He said nothing about the Mormons 
paying other witnesses. He said the Governor was to pay him $300 for 
swearing. I was in Nauvoo with the Governor, when the Smiths were killed. 
Do not know whether the guard had the guns loaded with blank cartridges 
or not. When this conversation occurred Daniels was a Mormon. I never 
heard any admissions from the defendants. 

Thomas L. English sworn. Live in Quincy, and have known William 
M. Daniels since last July. First knew him in Quincy. Have conversed 
with him two or three, perhaps foup times, about his being a witness in this 
case. The first time he came to Quincy, he said he came from Augusta. 
The first time I asked him the particulars of the Smith killing, he said he 
knew nothing about it. He wished that all the Mormons in Illinois had been 
driven out. Some time afterwards he went to Nauvoo, and when he came 
back he said he had made a great speculation in writing a book. I asked 
him what book, and he said he was going to write about the proceedings at 
Carthage. I told him he had said he knew nothing about it. He said, “No 
matter; say nothing; as long as I can make a speculation I’ll make it.” I 
asked him if he got the money. He said no, he had got $100 in trade that 
suited him as well—that he bad received it already. I told him I thought he 
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had not sufficient intelligence to write a book. He asked why. I told him 
I thought his education was deficient. He then said, l< As a friend and 
brother chip, I’ll tell you. I have friends to aid me in it, and it suits me better 
to support my family than working.” He did not think a man that could 
make an easy living should work hard; the world owed him a living, and 
he meant to have it. We were always good friends. In October last he 
proposed we should go hunting. Whilst out, he said he was to get $500 if 
he could only work out some hit to swear against some people; there was a 
man at the City hotel the day before, who had offered it, and he was not light 
sure whether to take it. Said if he cAild get it, he would pocket the money 
and go to New York where he came from, and leave them all. I told him 
he was getting into a very curious business. He said he did not know much 
about it, at present, but ne could get into it after a while. He left Quincy 
soon after, and I never saw him againuill last Thursday, in Nauvoo. 

Cross Examined. After he came from Nauvoo in August or September, 
he said he got $100 in trade for writing a book. I never saw the book. I 
think it was about September. I didihot hear what Daniels said in Court. 
Told me he was to get $500 for getting up something to swear against the 
men who killed the Smiths. Said if he could get the $500 he would give 
them all leg bail, and take his family to his friends in Buffalo or Rochester. 

I was born in Ireland. I may have talked about this, but to no one in partic¬ 
ular. I wrote to Mr. Sharp about it, say about a month ago. Mr. Sharp gives 
me nothing. Daniels said ho had been in Warsaw, and worked for Philip 
Thomas; said nothing of being at Carthage. I have been in Quincy more 
than two years. 

George Seabold sworn. Live in Quincy, follow the coopering business, 
and am acquainted with Daniels. He worked in the same shop, at Chap¬ 
man’s, opposite the City hotel. Daniels told me he had some way of making 
$500, but would not tell me how then. Two days after ho told me he could 
matte $500, and a man at the City hotel had offered it to him. He intimated 
that it was for prosecuting these men—said it was for prosecuting the men 
who killed the Smiths. 

Charles Andrews sworn. Live in Quincy, am a carriage painter, and 
have known Daniels for the last two tears. He came to my house on the 
5th or 6th of July last, and told me h» was just from Nauvoo. I asked him 
what had been going on, and he replied that he had seen both Joseph and 
Hyrum Smith killed; that he had got' some money from Emma to bear his 
expenses. He then took a handfull out of his pocket. There was nothing 
more said then. Some time after, heltold me he was offered $500 to clear 
out, and asked me what I thought of it. I replied that 1 would devilish 
quick go. I asked him who offeredit, and understood him that he was 
offered it by Mr. Bedell of Warsaw. He said he should stay; that he could 
get $1000 from the State. I said, suppose they kill you, which I am afraid 
isome one will; and he replied, that if they did, his wife would get th^ 
money, and that is just as well. I do not recollect any other conversation 
about it. My wife and Daniels’ wif* are sisters. I do not know Eliza Gra¬ 
ham; think lhave heard Daniels speak of her. 

Cross Examined. I do not know whether the Governor was in Quincy 
then or not. Daniels saw the Governor when he was there in the fall—said 
he was acquainted with the Governor. Said Emma Smith gave him about 
$10 to bear his expenses. Daniels said he was going to take the highest 
bid. I supposed he knew all about the difficulty. Did not put much confi¬ 
dence in what he said about offers. Am well acquainted with Daniels for 
the last two years. I was afraid if;hc told all about the murder, some of 
the murderers would kill him. 

George McLane sworn. Live m Quincy, am a cooper by trade, and 
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know William M Daniels. Never worked in the same shop, but am well 
acquainted with him. Daniels came to where 1 was at work on the 27th of 
July last, the first time I had ever seen him. I asked him if he knew anv 
thing about the death of the Smiths. He said he did not—that he was m 
Augusta when they were killed, and remained there until the 27th Julv 
when he came to Quincy, as he said, with the Governor. Some two months 
alter that we got into conversation again. He wanted to know whv I 
worked so hard-said there was no use of a man’s working when he could 
get plenty of money without. Said he had a prospect in view by which he 
could get plenty of money without,and had already received some. Think 
he said $20, in a letter. 

Crons Examined. Never saw Daniels till he went to Quincy He came 
there the night of the 26th of July.I Said he was in Augusta when the 
Smiths were killed. Am certain itfeas the 27th of July When I first saw 
him. Hespoke of making $400 or f 500 by a speculation, but did not sav 
what sort of a speculation, or whohlhad received the $20 from. 

Abraham 1. Chittenden sworn. Saw Capt. Grover at mv house early on 
the. morning ot the day the Smiths wore killed. He breakfasted in my 
son s room. I spoke to James Gregg, as he passed my house near ni<rht- he 
was riding a light gray stud horse. He came in from the eastward. Believe 
he was just from Carthage, but did nbt ask him. Think he was alone, and 


know he was not riding 
Sharp until in the evening, 
to the river: Fleming lives near the 
Cross Examined. The troops wet 
heard Grover say he was in Carthagei 
here. Gregg told me the Smiths wt 
half an hour high when I saw Gregs 


two h«se buggy with Sharp. ___ 

™^i, oset j tQ a f ron) m ], 0U8e 

river. 

e encamped near my house. Never 
Do not know whether my sons were 
ire dead. Should think the sun 
Saw Sharp after candle-light a 


— "o orai|) aiiet canuie-nglH at ilir. 

Rockwell s Think he said nothinglabout the Smiths being killed. Did 
not see Williams, Aldrich or GroverJ Did not see a lot of 




Saw two men come in with a message from the Governor. 

E. A. Bedell sworn. Reside it? Warsaw, did when the Smiths w< 


killed, and was there part of that di 
befoie sun down, and think he 


Saw Sharp come into town a little 
|lone on a clay-bank horse. Am cer- 


e came in on horse-back. He felted a little above his own dwelling, 
opposite the post-offlee door, and thJlk, he got, off there. That is 40 vards 
lrom Fleming’s Tavern, I never offered Daniels anything. 

Cross Examined. Don’t know thh: an express was sent to Quincy. Do 
not reco'lect of seeing Sharp and Gregg about dark. Was not at the Rail¬ 


road shanfee; was not present 
any of the Defendants in town thi 
tance with me, and asked me fi 
some one to go back to Warsaw 
night. When J saw Davis last 


>y beat up for volunteers; did n 
t aft moon. Davis went back somo dis- 
r nrty herse, and requested me to advise 
Tliink I saw him at 9 or 10 o’clock at 
the prairie he was on foot; Fultz’s team* 


morning of the 


Was in company, I think. ' 

— . 7o / ! ' 1 w - Williams sworn. I Ws< in Carthage on the __ „ 

*. °/ June last. Saw Mr. Sharp immediately after breakfast that 

ning, in company with Governor hord. in the Governor’s room. This was 
iiclore 8 o’clock in the morning; andl previous to the Governor's holding a 
council ol officers, to consider whether ho would countermand the order 
given to march to Nauvoo at 8 that morning. Do not know whether Sharp 
«as present at that council, or whether he was then in town. The orders 
were countermanded, and the mailKbody of the troops dismissed. The 
Governor went to Nauvoo with the Augusta troops} some of the Carthage 
troops were not dismissed. 

Cross Examined. There had been groat excitement. It was repdrtei, 







that there was the most excitement and bitterness among citizens of War¬ 
saw. Saw Michael Barnes riding out west, said he was going home. Sharp 
was trying to persuade the Governor not disband the troops, but to take 
them to Nauvoo. Do not remember what reason he gave Think there” 
was then about 600 troops here. Do not know what sort of horse Barnes 
rode. He was on the plain travelled ^road towards his father’s north west 
from Carthage. 

E. W. Gould sworn. I was in Warsaw on tho 27th day of June, the day 
the Smiths were killed. Was the eyening and night of that day. I saw 
Sharp come into town riding a dark toy horse—it might have been sorrel, 
but think it was a bay. The horsethink belonged to Mr. Dedman of 
Missouri. When I first saw Sharp, fine person was with him on a white 
horse. I think it was James Gregg, lie turned off before he came to where 
I was. Sharp stopped at his own holisc, 40 yards this side of Flemings, 
and on the opposite side of the street! He did not go on to Fleming’s, but 
stopped in front of his own house. Was not travelling in a two horse bug¬ 
gy. I took his horse myself and lej him to the tavern. This was about 
sundown; Gregg and Sharp separated about 50 yards above Sharp’s house, 
and 100 from Fleming’s. Gregg turhM off to the north, and went round to ■ 
his own house or stable. It was as near that way to his house, and nearer 
to the stable. I saw Sharp a moment after at his v indow, and did not see 
him again that night. I was about Flfmiug’s house nearly all the evening. 

If Sharp and Gregg had come up in a buggy about dark, I know 1 should 
have seen them, that is, if they arrived before dark. I was in the street 
and at my own house about that time. It is right opposite Fleming’s 
tavern. 70 feet off. Kept store thqre. There are 2 large doors in front, 
and we kept both open in warm weather. They were open all that day. 

I remained about town till 11 o’clocM and then went on. guard. 1 boarded 
at Fleming’s. Some men arrived in the evening for supper. The extra 
supper was over, and all done, eating, before I left. They had been eating 
for an hour or two. Mean by evening, from dark till bed time. It was 
about 9 o’clock when the extra suppSf commenced, and it continued till 11, 
perhaps later, but I think not. I was there when the men commenced eat¬ 
ing, and think I staid till all were d* ne - They were short for help, and 
Mr. Key and myself waited on the mile. Did not see Mr. Grover that day 
or night. Was perfectly well acqutnted with him: 'think he could not 
have eaten supper there without my noticing him. w 

Cross Examined Think Sharp cane in before sundown. Think I took 
his horse. Some one enquired the tjws. Sharp said Joseph and Hyrun- 
Smith are ho more. After I took hit horse I went 'into ranks in front of 
Sharp’s house; they were beating uplor a guard, were about a dozen in the 
company. Do not know that I saw G&egg again that evening or night. Do 
not Know of a two horse buggy being got up for any express. I was in the 
ranks about 10 minutes, I was set f<g-°guard for the latter part of the nighty 
"o not know how many carriages cagR to town that day. Think I was 
tween the tavern and store at dark; Was either at the tavern, store, or in the 
street. Was most in the street. Was about there all tho evening. Do not 
recollect seeing;Grover that night. Did not see Key call for supper. Think 
Key has gone to Tennessee. Gregg ^resides in Warsaw. I would guess 
that between 40 and 60 eat supper jbat night. Think 1 saw a wounded 
man in the street, but not in the housj. Did not see Davis that night, to my 
knowledge. Myself and Key did most of the waiting. Was not in the bar¬ 
room during supper; but was at the table all the time. Do not know every 
man that was there. Think I should) have seen Grover and Davis if they 
had been there. Do not recollect oife word that was said. Do not recol¬ 
lect sfeeing a man in the kitchen wit)i a quilt around him. Ehsa Graham 
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was living there; was preparing coffee in the kitchen. Do not know wheth¬ 
er I went in with the crowd to supper! Was not in the house much till sup¬ 
per was ready. I supposed they had been to Carthage. I think the wound¬ 
ed man was Wills. He said he was wounded in the hand or wrist. Did 
not hear him say who wounded him. I was'there at the usual supper. 
Think Davis and Grover were not there at breakfast. The encampment was 
half a mile off. There was an alarm in town duiing the latter part of the 
night, by firing of guns, hnd much'consternation. Was not then at the 
house there was no alarm after that,.that I know of. No alarm next night. 
Think all fear by that time had subsided. The alarm on the night of the 
27th was general. 

•Mrs. Ann F/emine sworn. I rakllect the day the Sihiths were killed, 
was then residing at Warsaw Housfe, which my husband kept. I was at 
the house all that evening and night. Was in my room when I received 
the first intelligence of the death o^ the Smiths. Know Sharp. Did not 
see him or Gregg ride up in a 2 horsj buggy about dark; had no conversa¬ 
tion with Sharp that evening about; he murder of the Smiths, or on any 
other subject. Sharp and Gregg did iot come into the hall and call on me 
for water. I remember a number of nen coming after night for supper.— 
Was at that time well acquainted! vitli Capt. Grover; he boarded at my 
house. I did not see him among th number that came there to supper 
that night. He did not bring a wouj Jed man to the kitchen, and ask my 
permission for him to sit by the fire. \ There was a wounded man sitting by 
the fire. I know Capt. Grover did no bring him there. 

Cross Examined. I saw the wotj ded man when he first came into the 
kitchen. Dont know who went into, ic kitchen, but know it was not Capt. 
Grover or Capt Davis. Grover and D vis might have been there and I not 
see them. I was not in the dining * >m much; was not in the bar room at 
all. Did not hear any talk about be* g at Carthage, or about the Smiths or 
Mormons. Do not recollect of seeinj Sharp that afternoon; think I should 
recollect if I had seen Sharp. Think >ne of my brothers first told me of the 
death of the Smiths, about sun-down i lat evening. Am not sure it was my 
brother, but it was one. of the family know it was not Sharp. There were 
a good many people there late in th< svening, and not before dark; they 
came for t - -*- - -■ ' ’ ™ 


: about r 


>ugh about 2,1 think. There v 

0 —,-- people left. I went to Quincy the 

next night. I recollect some who i ere there that night—Key was there. 
The wounded inan had a quilt on hi . Don’t think I knew them who put 
the quilt on him. Capt:'Gould was tl re all through supper. Eliza Graham 
was there, and my mother-in-law, E innah' Fleming, and Mrs.- Dearborn. 
Mrs. Garroutte was in bed* Mr. Get ingwas there; has been living in War¬ 
saw. Gregglivesin Warsaw also. Jj iy called for supper. He called onme. 
_ The testimony closed on Wedm idav, the 28th, at noon, when the ar :? 
foment of counsel commenced andj :ontinued until Friday at 12 M. when 
the case was given to the jury. Th> Court then adjourned to meet at 2 
o’clock P. M. On the opening of Court, in the afternoon, the jury appear¬ 
ed with a verdict of “Not Guily.” \ 

Immediately on this verdict beingnnnounced,the Defendants asked that 
the trial on the indictment for the. murder of Hyrum Smith should com¬ 
mence immediately; bqt this was denied them for want of time. The 
Court however, ordered a Special Term for the trial of said indictment to 
commence on the 19th day of June 1845. On Wednesday, the 20th of June, 
the court having met pursuant to said order, and no prosecutor appearing, 
the Judge dismissed the case for want of prosecution. 












